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There will be Funeral Service at  the Anglesea Church for Mrs Patrica Newell. 

It will be conducted by the Baptist Church on Tuesday 12th. December at 2pm.

ATTENTION ALL BELLBRAE OP SHOP VOLUNTEERS: 
I am currently putting together the roster for the first 6 months of 2018.  If you would like to make a 
change to your current time slot please let me know. 

We are also in need of more volunteers.  If you are not already supporting the op shop, or have a friend 
who you think might be interested in helping out please let me know. 

Without our volunteers we cannot keep this valuable avenue of outreach and fundraising for our 
church going. 


Mary Bremner  bremnerkm@gmail.com  or 0427701275

Linked Congregations Council Report 

The presentation of the report from the Manse Investigation Committee was the most significant 
matter dealt with at our November Linked Council meeting.  I would like to sincerely thank those 
members of the team who very conscientiously took on the task of investigating the wisest ways of 
using the funds we currently have available for the provision of a minister’s accommodation. This 
included all of the different possibilities for purchasing or building a manse, through to the options for 
maximising our return on our invested funds, while using the interest to provide a manse allowance.  

I would particularly like to mention the time and hard work put in by Noni Johnson, who very capably 
steered the process and wrote up the detailed and comprehensive report. 


It is now up to Linked Council to draw conclusions from the information provided.   It was decided to 
refer the report back to the four Church Councils for discussion and consideration. Feedback will be 
provided to the February Linked Council meeting and one or more representatives from Presbytery will 
be invited to attend this meeting to provide us with their view on the best way forward for our Linked 
Congregations.  A final decision is scheduled to be made at our May meeting.   Your Church Council 
Secretaries will be receiving a copy of the report and the required actions, shortly.


Linked Council is very appreciative of the willingness of all church volunteers and those who work at 
the Bellbrae op shop, to equip themselves with Working With Children checks. We have been working 
hard to meet the church’s requirements in this matter.  An option for training may be available locally at 
a future date. 


Many of you will be very sorry to hear that our Presbytery Minister, Adam McIntosh, who led the 
Mission Planning meetings for our congregations, has left the Presbytery of Port Phillip West for a 
position in Queensland. In his closing report Adam included some words which I think are well worth 
sharing. “Culture is a powerful force in any organisation or community setting….My belief is that vision 
is central to the creation of a flourishing culture as vision is powered by hope. I’m reminded of the 
well-known Proverb 29: ‘Where there is no vision, the people perish’.”  Thank you to Margaret and 
John Russell for sharing this thought-provoking reflection in their report from the Presbytery meeting. 

Congregation members are reminded that, at any time you want to know more about the 
church’s financial situation, you may approach your Church Council treasurer, who will 
provide you with up-to-date figures and an explanation.  It is our desire to be as transparent 
as possible, while noting the need to maintain privacy regarding individual giving.  

.  
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Linked Congregations Council Report (continued) 

At regular intervals, the issue of the use of the money our congregations have received as bequests is raised.  
Early this year our Linked Council Treasurer, Robin Dennis, prepared a document summarising our bequests and 
the purposes for which they were given.  See your Linked Council representative if you would like a copy.  The 
majority of these funds were bequeathed to individual congregations and their Church Councils have the 
authority over how they wish to use them


Thank you to all volunteers who ran the barbeque at Bunnings in Torquay and helped raise $603 for church 
funds. 


Representatives from each congregation have received training from the Synod IT expert in the operation of our 
new and improved web page. The site will be more interactive than the current one and will have a whole new 
look - drone footage has been taken of each of our churches.   There will also be enhanced links with our 
Facebook page. 


Since the Linked Council meeting, the JNC – the group tasked with finding our next minister – has met for a 
second time.  Good progress is being made on developing our four congregations’ profiles – thank you to those 
of you who have had input into this.  The decision has been made that the call of a minister is financially viable. 


Following our custom of rotating office bearing positions for Linked Council after two years, next year will be the 
turn of the Bellbrae representatives.  In the interests of continuity during this time of transition from one minister 
to another, Noni Johnson and I have offered to continue in our roles of Chairperson and Secretary for a further 
year and Robin Denis has offered to continue as treasurer.  However, this matter is up to Linked Council to 
decide at its February meeting.  


Mary Bremner (Chairperson, Surf Coast Linked Congregations Council)  

ARE YOU HAVING A ‘HARD TO BE MERRY’ CHRISTMAS  

The seasons of Advent and Christmas are an emotionally charged time. There is a great deal of 
pressure placed on people not only to spend a lot of money, but also to feel a certain way and 
experience a particularly joyous mood. All of this is coupled with an emphasis on remembering, 
togetherness, and family. For those who are hurting – for any number of reasons – the atmosphere of 
this time of year can amplify feelings of pain, grief, loneliness, or despair. 


The Anglesea churches are holding a worship service to provide a setting where people can come 
together, acknowledge their pain, be reassured that they are not alone in their feelings – and that there 
is nothing wrong with the feelings they may be having – and to experience the message of God’s 
unconditional love which is at the heart of this season.


People, if they are comfortable, will be invited to come forward and light a candle in memory of a 

loved one, or for a circumstance or event that makes this season difficult. They need not do this, but 
stay with unspoken prayers if they wish. The service will be low key and feature some suitable carols, 
prayers and readings.


SUNDAY 17TH DECEMBER AT THE UNITING CHURCH ANGLESEA AT 5PM 

ALL WELCOME



