
�
       Surfcoast Uniting Churches Newsletter - Sunday 28.1.2018 Page �1

Items for this news letter to peter.heath@me.com or phone 5263 2297
Bible Readings - John 3: 15, 10 — Psalm 62: 5-12 - 1 Corinthians 7: 29-31 - Mark 1 14 - 20

         Aireys Inlet                         Anglesea                           Bellbrae                             Torquay

Bellbrae Bric-A-Brac 
and Bookroom

Sorting each Tuesday 
from 1pm – 4.30pm 

helpers are very welcome.
Opening times

Thursday, Friday 10am–4pm 
Saturday 10am–1pm

Church Services
Today 

Anglesea     9.00   Robert Packett
Torquay       9.30   Chris Machar
Aireys Inlet 10.30  Robert Packett
Bellbrae      11.00  Chris Machar

Next Week.     
Anglesea       9.00   Rev K Ralph 
Torquay         9.30   Rev M Russell
Aireys Inlet  10.30   Rev K Ralph
Bellbrae       11.00   Rev M Russell

Anglesea  Elders to meet this 
Thursday 25th January at 4 p.m


Another notice for Anglesea.    
Two Council Meetings coming up.    

On 11th February following the 
Church Service will be a Special 
Congregational Meeting.   

Advance notice of our AGM ,which 
will be held on 25th February 
2018 .  
Start thinking about your Annual 
Reports and about your 
Nominations.

Culture of Safety Training 

Rosemary Thompson was asked to log an expression of interest with Synod 
for Keeping Children Safe training, which we are obliged to complete as 
church council members.  She has arranged for our training to be held on 
27th February at 2.00 - 4.00 pm at Torquay UC.  I am sure there will be folk 
who are unable to attend, but it will be a start. 


Please advise members of your congregations of the opportunity to complete 
their training in Torquay. Other training sessions are not in the local area and 
this one has been especially arranged for the Surf Coast Uniting Churches. 
So please put it in your diaries and take advantage of this opportunity.


UNITING IN SUPPORT OF MEDICALLY SUPERVISED  
INJECTING CENTRE TRIAL 

The Uniting Church and its community services arm Uniting have welcomed the 
Victorian state government’s move to set up a Medically Supervised Injecting 
Centre (MSIC) for a two-year trial period in Melbourne to prevent more deaths 
from drug overdose. Victoria’s parliament is expected to quickly pass legislation 
being introduced by the Andrews Government to establish a MSIC at the North 
Richmond Community Health Centre as part of a wider package to tackle 
skyrocketing rates drug abuse and resulting deaths.


Earlier this month the Synod of Victoria and Tasmanian and Uniting VIC.TAS 
wrote to every Victorian MP urging them to support an MSIC on a trial basis. 
Moderator Sharon Hollis, who signed those letters, said the decision to take a 
harm-reduction and rehabilitation approach to drug abuse was in line with this 
year’s Synod resolution in favour of trialling a MSIC.   
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Bellbrae Uniting Church is known for its 
interesting gatherings at church on a 

Sunday mornings; an enterprising lot often 
turn up, some with two legs  

and some with four.  
This fine fellow dropped in last Sunday,  

21 January 2018. The congregation  
was delighted.  
Martin Hooper

Perhaps Ellie Echidna had heard about the  
excellent bargains in books,  

clothes and bric-a-brac  
at the Bellbrae Op Shop on the corner  

of Anglesea and School Road.

UNITING IN SUPPORT OF MEDICALLY 
SUPERVISED INJECTING CENTRE TRIAL 

Continued from page1 

“The Church seeks to stand in solidarity with 
people who are suffering and seek pathways to 
healing and new life,” Ms Hollis said.

“We are advocating for a MSIC as part of our 
commitment to those on the edges of our 
society and to share in God’s dreaming for all 
to be able to flourish.”


Uniting VIC.TAS drug rehabilitation services 
have long called for a MSIC be set up, with the 
only other one in Australia run by Uniting 
NSW.ACT in Sydney’s Kings Cross.

“This is a wonderful outcome for all of the 
community groups, health, welfare, research 
and legal leaders who have advocated to bring 
this lifesaving service to Melbourne,” Uniting 
VIC.TAS CEO Paul Linossier said.


“Like its Sydney equivalent, this centre will save 
lives. It will support some of the most 
vulnerable and marginalised people in our 
community, improve public health, and reduce 
risks to individuals and the wider community.”

Uniting NSW.ACT has run an MSIC in Sydney 
since 2001 and has supervised over a million 
injections, and treated 7,428 overdoses without 
a single death. Benefits to the local community 
have included ambulance callouts being cut by 
80 per cent and a dramatic reduction in public 
drug use.


Peter Worland, Executive Director for Uniting in 
NSW.ACT said: “We are proud that Uniting took 
the bold move of opening the Southern 
Hemisphere’s first Medically Supervised 
Injecting Centre 16 years ago. There was 
resistance initially, but independent evaluation 
continues to show overwhelmingly positive 
outcomes, for individuals and the community.

“The announcement that another MSIC will 
open in Melbourne is a powerful example of 
politicians putting people first, and we 
congratulate the Victorian government for 
doing so.”


We Have space for a Joke 
A man takes his Rottweiler to the vet.

"My dog is cross-eyed, is there anything you can do 
for him?" the man asks.

"Well I'm not sure," said the vet, "let's have a look at 
him."

So the vet picks the dog up and examines his eyes, 
then he checks his teeth. Finally, he says, "I'm going 
to have to put him down."


"What? Because he's cross-eyed?"

"No, because he's really heavy."

Thank you Martin for sharing this  
with us all.


