
 
Aireys Inlet Church Council/Congregation Annual Report -  2017 
 
Church Council Office Bearers 
 
Chairperson: Keith Bremner 
Secretary: Phyllis Mill 
Treasurer: Lachlan Richardson 
OH & S officer: Ross Lamont 
Presbytery Rep: Jim Barton 
Linked Council Representatives: Mary Bremner and Noni Johnson 
JNC (Joint Nominating Committee) representatives: Mary Bremner and Noni Johnson 
 
Convenor of Worship Team: Noni Johnson 
Convenor of Outreach Team: Mary Bremner 
Convenor of Pastoral Care Team: Phyllis Mill 
Convenor of Hospitality Team:  Edie Barton 
 
Elder: Phyllis Mill 
 
The Church Council met quarterly.  
 
Worship 
The Aireys Inlet congregation enjoys high quality weekly worship services thanks to the 
services of our Ministers, lay preachers and from time to time, members of the 
congregation.  The third Sunday of the month is usually a discussion- style service and this is 
always very well attended.  Keith Bremner leads the music on guitar and also making use of 
backing music available on the Small Church website.  Guest musicians are also welcomed 
from time to time.  
Attendance varies from week to week, but our “swallows” and casual visitors often make up 
part of the congregation and invariably express great appreciation of the service and 
hospitality provided.  
The congregation was very sorry to have the Rev Helen Robinson absent due to illness, 
followed by her resignation.  However, the services provided by the very able Supply 
Ministers appointed in her place have been much appreciated and the rest from having to 
fill so many places in the worship plan a welcome relief.  
The “Come to Church” worship service, held to mark the 40th Anniversary of the Uniting 
Church, welcomed a number of visitors. 
 
Outreach 
Significant events involving outreach into the community were: 
PANCAKE DAY – a much-loved event in the Aireys Inlet community calendar and well 
supported by locals, members of other congregations and passers-by. Proceeds go to 
UnitingCare 
COFFEE & CHAT – the Uniting Church continued to be the driving force behind this 
ecumenical event.  Held monthly it remains popular, particularly with members of the 
community who are no longer able to get out much. Spin-offs from this activity are the 



support of a scholarship for a tertiary student in Cambodia through the not-for-profit 
organisation Journeys Within our Community.  The group also organises and participates in 
visits to the Waterlands Cinema.  
SCHOOL FETE – a pop-up op shop was given a trial run this year and judged a success in 
promoting the church in the community. The proceeds were returned to the Bellbrae Op 
Shop in return for the supply of goods. 
POP-UP OP SHOPS SUMMER SEASON  - with the aim of bringing the presence of the church 
to the community’s notice, this venture was set to be held over four Saturdays from late 
December and through January.  A gazebo was set up in the front of the church grounds. 
Due to a day of extreme fire danger one event was cancelled.    The success of the event is 
difficult to judge but the stall attracted a steady stream of customers and over $500 was 
raised for Linked Council funds.  
COMMUNITY CAROLS – another firm fixture for the town of Aireys Inlet run by the Uniting 
Church, with a little bit of help from the Anglicans and Catholics.  Held in early December 
and featuring a nativity pageant starring children from the local school, this event attracts a 
large crowd of people who we wouldn’t otherwise see at a church event. 
BROCHURES – we now have professionally designed and printed brochures to promote our 
church.  
 
Pastoral Care 
The team meets to pray for those known to us to be in need and to organise other ways of 
providing practical, loving support.  
 
Co-operation with Anglicans 
The congregation continues to enjoy cordial relations with the Anglican congregation, 
whose building we share.  A number of members take part in the Study Group led by the 
Anglican priest and held throughout the year.   We have also worshipped together on Saint 
Aidan’s Day, met for lunch after church on several occasions and share Easter services.  
Efforts at further co-operation remain at a stalemate. The Anglican congregation is aging 
and dwindling in size and its future could have a significant impact on the Uniting Church 
situation in Aireys Inlet.  
 
Other 
All members of the Church Council now have Working with Children cards, in compliance 
with the church regulations.  
 
A significant number of congregation members have continued to provide volunteer 
support to the Bellbrae Op shop, including the services of the roster co-ordinator.  
 
For the second year, the Aireys Inlet congregation has supplied the Chairperson and 
Secretary for Linked Council.  It has again been a challenging year for these people, with the 
resignation of the minister providing the impetus for a review of the priorities of the Linked 
Congregations.  
 


