
BELLBRAE ANNUAL REPORT – FEBRUARY 2018 

WORSHIP 

Our small but bonded congregation at Bellbrae has continued to enjoy worship and fellowship with the 
range of ministers and worship leaders we have been so fortunate to have over the these last few months 
of the year.  We thank all who have contributed to and prepared services for us during this time without a 
regular minister.  We also thank those from our own congregation who have taken services for us 
throughout the earlier part of the year.  We were delighted to host a christening during this year and to 
meet the grandmother who used to be a member of our church when she lived in the area. 

We have continued to welcome visitors from the Bellbrae Country Club and others families visiting or holidaying in 
Torquay and Bellbrae.  We continue to be a place of welcome to all and are glad we have several people 
who come to us occasionally who find Bellbrae a special place.  Fellowship after each service with excellent 
coffee, tea and delicious cakes and scones continues to be an important part of worship at Bellbrae.  Our church is 
always a place of welcome to all who plan to come or who just wander in.  We think of our church as a place of 
community, companionship, support and warmth.   

OP SHOP AND BOOK ROOM 

Some of these words are repeated from my last report but they remain pertinent to where we are at with 
our wonderful shops.  The shops go from strength to strength and as always we are very grateful to all those who 
contribute time to making the Op Shop and Book Room so successful.  We thank the faithful workers from outside 
the church community who give so much of their time.  We can never express our thanks enough to all the 
team who help by being on the roster and, in particular, those who work so hard on a Tuesday afternoon 
to deal with all the goods that are constantly left outside.  Thanks to Judith Duffield and our new regular 
Tuesday sorter, Beverly McGain, for the regular afternoon teas for the Tuesday workers.   

As always we are busy and have enjoyed successful openings every week.  Our small team opened the 
shops on extra days over Easter, New Year and the Australia Day Weekend and we achieved our record of 
over $1000 on the last of these weekends.  (The actual figure was $1001.)  We continue to receive more 
donations than we are able to handle and are glad to have the fortnightly collections from Uniting Care to 
enable us to pass on excess useable goods. We were also grateful to Mary Bremner for taking goods for 
her “pop-up Op Shop” over the summer.  We continue however to receive goods that are needing to be 
thrown out and are grateful to have State Wide Rags to come and collect our bags of thrown out clothes.  
We thank the all the men who have helped to take rubbish to the tip.  We thank Mike Lambkin and John 
Stevens for their wonderful help with putting out the signs every Saturday.   

We have a special thanks to express for Mary Bremner, who has done the most wonderful job over the 
last seven years caring for the Op Shop roster.  It is an enormous task, especially finding emergency 
replacements for people who have other commitments.  This is a weekly happening and no-one could 
have done it better.  We are so grateful to her.  She has also kindly offered to mentor the new volunteer.  
Unfortunately no-one has come forward as yet, but we live in hope.   

We opened the church for the Arts Trail again this year and had a wonderful stream of visitors who 
enjoyed our Devonshire teas and we hope our art and craft works that we had on display.  A small team 
ran the two days, which included looking after the display, selling the art works making the teas, jam and 
creaming the scones and keeping both shops open all day.  Thanks to John Adams and Maxine Flakemore 
for all the work they did to make this even happen.   



THE FUTURE 

We have also found the process of discussion about and planning for a new minister challenging but 
stimulating.  We thank John Adams and Maxine Flakemore for agreeing to be our representatives for the 
selection process and Mike Lambkin and John Stevens for attending Linked Council meetings and keeping 
us informed.  We also thank John Adams for all the work he has done and continues to do regarding the 
decision about a manse.  All members of our congregation put time and commitment into the many roles 
and tasks that are asked of our little church.  We appreciate them all. 

 

 


