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         Aireys Inlet                         Anglesea                           Bellbrae                             Torquay 

 

Bellbrae Bric-A-Brac  
and Bookroom 

Sorting each Tuesday  
from 1pm – 4.30pm  

helpers are very welcome. 
 

Opening Times 
Thursday, Friday 10am–4pm  

Saturday 10am–1pm 

Church Services 
 

Today  
Anglesea     9:00  Chris Macher  
Torquay       9:30  Brian Shaw 
Aireys Inlet 10:30 Worship Team 
Bellbrae      11:00 Brian Shaw 

 
Next Week     

Anglesea     9:00  Kevin Yelverton 
Torquay       9:30  Kenneth Ralph 
Aireys Inlet 10:30 Kevin Yelverton 
Bellbrae      11:00 Kenneth Ralph 

Anglesea News 

 

Everyone welcome to an afternoon of fun with the Anglesea Afternoon 

Fellowship 1.30 pm on Wednesday 23rd May. Item for Concern is 

Breakfast Cereal. 

  

This Bible Study will resume at 2pm on Monday 28th May at the church. 

The subject is Ephesians 2:11-22.  

ALL WELCOME 

 

A shared morning tea with the Baptists will be held June 3rd. Please 

remember to bring a plate. 

 

Congregational Meeting will be held Sunday 10th June after our Church 

Service. Please have all reports ready for this meeting. 
 

Something to make you smile …. 
 

 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

The deadline for any Newsletter contributions is Friday afternoon 

at 5 pm. We would love to receive any local news, photos, jokes or any 

other relative information. Please mail it to pajventer@bigpond.com or 

phone/message 0457 732 538. 
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Torquay News 

 

At the end of our luncheon for the Supply Ministers 

on Sunday 6th May at Star of the Sea, Torquay – 

someone left behind a basket that they had brought 

their contribution to the meal in.  If it is yours, please 

ring Robyn Harper 0407 829 926. 

 

Nostalgia Sunday 

 

    
 

On the 5th Sunday in April the Worship Team of 

Torquay UC held a Nostalgia Sunday in the form of 

Café Church. 

Some photos showing those who spoke about days 

gone by - Margaret Manley, Heather Jackman & Liz 

Barkla on the Sunday School; Judith Duffield & Pat 

Belton on the Heather Club, the Fetes and catering 

functions. We had a great morning and Robert 

Packet started the service giving the history from 

1905 onwards.  Our church as it stands today was 

built in 1925. 

Our newer members were able to hear what fun and 

sometimes hard work went into raising money for 

the church. 

 

General News 

 

The Geelong Branch of the Cottage By The 

Sea is holding a Black Pepper Fashion Parade 

next Thursday 24th May at 2 pm at Waurn 

Ponds Community Church 48 Waurnvale 

Drive, Belmont (off the Colac Road just behind 

the Leisure Link Swimming Centre). 

Please ring Robyn Harper 0407 829 926 if you 

are interested in coming. 

 

 
 

The Western District Choral Festival is 

something you might like to come and see.  It 

is made up of 14 choirs from around Geelong. 

So if you have Sunday 17th June free - make 

the trip and you will be pleased you did. 

 

 

Aireys Inlet News 

 

Dinner, with guest speaker, Patrick Dangerfield 

Monday July 9th, 6.00pm Anglesea Golf Club 

$60.00 per person 

Sponsored by the Aireys Inlet Uniting Church 

Tickets on sale soon!   
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May Linked Council Report 

 

The topic of the manse investment formed the main subject for discussion at our May meeting.  

 

To remind you – last year Linked Council formed a sub-committee tasked with the brief of investigating the 

alternatives for investing our “Manse for Manse” fund (currently $510,767) with a view to providing for our 

ministers’ accommodation into the long-term future.  

 

This report was disseminated to all congregations with a request that it be read and discussed, and further relevant 

input sought. All Church Councils were asked to make an interim report to the February Linked Council meeting.   

Reports were presented by the Aireys Inlet and Bellbrae congregations (both in favour of using the funds to 

purchase a property) and the Torquay congregation (in favour of investing in UC funds).  The Anglesea 

congregation did not want to make a suggestion, preferring to wait until after the appointment of the next minister.  

The Presbytery Minister (Administration) John Evans attended the meeting and provided valuable input on the 

subject.  

 

Since the February meeting some things have changed and some new information has come to hand.  

Congregations have also had the opportunity to consider the subject further, following the report of the February 

meeting (see the meeting minutes and my report in the news sheet for Sunday 18th March). 

 

Noni Johnson, in her role as chairperson of the Manse Investigation Sub-Committee, presented, to our May 

meeting, a draft brief for the congregations, summarising the task required of each congregation and an updated 

version of the options available to us. Your representatives discussed the pros and cons of these options in detail 

and approved the attached document for dissemination to the congregations.  It was determined that some 

additional information was required (such as updated property and rental prices and UCA investment advice) and 

this will also be passed on to congregations as it comes to hand.   

 

Please read the following brief (in conjunction with the earlier report) and be ready to contribute to the meetings 

which will be held by all congregations/Church Councils in the near future.  This is a vitally important decision 

that affects not only our ability to call suitable ministers, but our viability as the Surf Coast congregations into the 

future.  

 

We plan to make a final decision on this issue at a special meeting of Linked Council on June 19.  I will report on 

the other matters dealt with at the May meeting in next week’s newsletter. 

 

Mary Bremner 

(Chairperson, Surf Coast Linked Congregations Council) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Bellbrae News 

 

August Arts Trail – Baby/ Infant Photo Extravaganza 

 

  

At the 2018 August Arts Trail, we are proposing a photographic display of our wonderful Bellbrae Op 

Shop volunteers. However, there is one stipulation, the photos we are seeking are baby or infant 

photos (prefer 1 to 4-year olds). We plan to have an eye-catching display and visitors to our Bellbrae 

Church Arts Trail site will be invited to identify our volunteers. We propose to include a few local 

notables and loveable rogues just to make the task a little more challenging. So please would you send 

your photo to Martin and Bev Hooper at mhooperb@bigpond.com or leave at the Bellbrae Op Shop or 

Church in an envelope appropriately labelled or pass to Martin or Bev. Now can you identify this 

loveable rogue shown here.... she is one of our wonderful volunteers? 
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The Brief: 

 

For the June 19th meeting of Linked Council each church must present a detailed description of how their 

congregation wishes the Linked Congregations to invest the $500,000, manse for manse money, to insure, to the 

best of our ability, that it: 

• maintains its value into the future (e.g. 25 years) and  

• will provide for the accommodation requirements of the minister, either in 

o weekly cash payments of a manse allowance,  

o weekly payment of rent for a property or  

o provision of a property. 

o  

Please address each of the above issues in your written response to this Brief. 

To clarify, the accommodation requirements for a minister are met by one of the following: 

• Providing a manse for the minister 

• Providing for the rent of a manse for the minister (around $550/wk at present) 

• Providing a manse allowance if the minister has their own home ($340/wk at present) 

 

Since the money is Uniting Church money the possible allowed investments of the $500,000 are set by the 

Uniting Church. 

Investments that are allowed are: 

 

1. Investing in a property 

• Obtain a manse by buying or building a house of a suitable standard for a manse with or without 

additional money. Additional money could be from funds transferred from the Linked Council Reserve 

fund or 

• obtained by a loan. Loan sources allowed are: 

o From congregations with money 

o From Synod 

o From Presbytery 

o From UC Funds Management 

Rates of interest and terms of loans will depend on the source of the funds. The manse will then be used: 

o As accommodation for a minister 

o As an investment rental property to generate the weekly income to pay a manse allowance and 

eventually to generate capital gains when the Linked Congregations decide to sell it. 

o  

2. Investing in UC Funds – Cash, Equity, Growth Funds 

• Investing the funds in Uniting Church Funds (the funds invested in, need to be chosen carefully by the 

Linked Congregations and approval obtained from the Synod). The fund selection needs to be constantly 

monitored and changes made as the economy requires. As the risk of the funds chosen increases, Synod 

requires investment to be on a longer timescale, as history shows, capital will be lost, and no interest 

earned in some quarters in riskier funds but 10-year income should be higher than in more capital secure 

funds (e.g. Cash Funds). See www.ucafunds.com.au 

 

It is important to recognize that ALL Church Councils need to agree on the investment strategy before any action 

can be taken. So also put in your answer to the brief, if you are the only Church Council that is not in agreement 

with the others how flexible you are willing to be to allow the Linked Congregations to reach an actionable 

decision.   

            

This brief should be read in conjunction with the Manse Sub Committee Report. 

Noni Johnson, Chairperson of the Manse Sub Committee 

 

 

 

 

 


