
ANNUAL REPORT FOR BELLBRAE 2019 

WORSHIP 

The congregation of Bellbrae is delighted to have Suzie with them every second week after such a long 

wait.  The Bellbrae Ensemble was proud to provide the music for Suzie’s induction on the 11th Of 

November.  It is always a pleasure to make music together and to be able to join with musicians from the 

other churches.  It was wonderful to hear the singing of the combined congregations.  How Great Thou 

Art was just an amazing sound.  Suzie’s warmth and sincerity are inspirational and we also love her 

humour and energy.  We are already running to keep up with her.   

Suzie’s first service with us was a Christening and she set up the church as a welcoming space for 12 small 

children as well as for the families involved.  It was a challenging but wonderful way to start.  We have 

also continued to enjoy our guest worship leaders and find the variety of messages and styles of services 

stimulating.  We greatly look forward to the coming year.  We thank Mike Lambkin and John Stevens for 

attending Linked Council meetings and keeping us informed.  We thank Bev Hooper and Doreen Stephens 

for attending the quarterly meetings of Synod.  All members of our congregation put time and 

commitment into the many roles and tasks that are asked of our little church.  We appreciate them all. 

We were very grateful to Suzie for hosting and catering for the Op Shop thank-you morning tea held last 

month.  It was a happy time of fellowship for all and a way of thanking our non-church member 

volunteers in particular.  It was very special to have high tea with tiered cake stands no less. 

OP SHOP AND BOOKROOM 

Our Op Shop and Book Room continue to go from strength to strength.  We have welcomed new 

volunteers and new customers as well as regular customers.  We thank Helen Gaylard for taking 

on the role of creating the roster.  This is a complex task and Helen had been with us for a very 

brief time when she agreed to take on the task.  We also thank Doreen Stephens for the time-

consuming task of finding emergency replacements.  This was particularly challenging during the 

winter months when many people were away.  Often Doreen covered for the apologies herself, 

for which we are very grateful.  The Tuesday team continues to work very hard sorting and culling.  

We continue to be grateful to State Wide Rags for taking our large overload of unusable clothing 

and also to Uniting for collecting excess but useable goods every fortnight.  Without these two 

services the handling of donations would be unmanageable.  We also welcome Suzie’s sister onto 

the team.  Tania is taking on the role of on-line selling of more valuable items and large items that 

we cannot store or display.  Suzie’s shed is pretty crowded at the moment.  Our thanks go to 

members of the community who support our shop as volunteers.  As special thanks to Beverly 

McGain, Denise Moony, Rosemary Darby and Josie Caruana who give us a lot of time with sorting 

and cleaning the shop.  Thank you also to John Stephens and Mike Lambkin for regularly putting 

out the signs on Saturday mornings.  Thanks to Keith Bremner and our team of men who do the 

tip runs three or four times a year. 

Donations have been made from the Op Shop and Book Room during the year.  Bellbrae Primary 

School Library, Bellbrae Fire Brigade, Uniting Care Geelong and Surf Coast for Refugees are four of 

the main recipients.  We have also been able to make donations of pencils and children’s books to 

charities sending them overseas to struggling school communities as well as to our local schools. 

 



ARTS TRAIL 

 Our participation in the Arts Trail was a great success again and it was good being able to have artists 

from the other churches having displays as well in our little church this year.  Devonshire teas were the 

usual hit and all artists we pleased with the sales they were able to make.  It was a huge undertaking with 

preparation of the church for the display and the cleaning and cooking and hanging of work.  The shops 

were open for the two full days and a small team of workers looked after them at the same time as others 

were taking care of matters in the church.  We were very happy with the funds raised over those two 

days.  The early morning Taise service before opening the doors to the crowds helped us to feel centred 

and ready for the big day on the Sunday.  It was a very happy weekend of fun and fellowship for all of us, 

and we welcomed lots of visitors from the community. 

MAINTENANCE 

A team of three were employed to clear the grounds of weeds, long grass and twigs and to clean the 

gutters twice during the year The resulting piles of dead material were taken to the tip and the place 

became much smarter and less of a fire hazard.  As a generous gift to the church this team came back 

recently and, for no payment, put up a security system.  This included a camera and various signs on the 

church and both shops.  It was a sad necessity, as we have experienced some theft over the last year with 

the latest being of a Rolex watch and several very valuable books, which were awaiting a professional 

valuation by a regular who had offered his services free.  It has also meant we have to keep the book 

room store room locked, as often there is no-one situated there the whole time when the shops are 

open.   We have plans for the gardens to receive an overhaul once the drought breaks.  Aeron Stevenson 

worked for three hours to do some garden maintenance during the year and we hope she will be 

available to help us soon again.  Thanks to John Stevens for other maintenance around the place – doors 

that stick and locks that don’t work properly just to name two tasks as well as regular sweeping and 

clearing up around the shops. 

It was also very exciting to finally have a heating and cooling system installed in the church.  After 150 

plus years of very cold services during winter and lots of little heaters needing to be put on three hours 

ahead of each Sunday service we look forward to a warm and welcoming church this coming winter.  The 

cooling has been used over the heatwave days this summer and has greatly enhanced our comfort.   

FUTURE 

Bellbrae was delighted to be part of Suzie’s project of delivering morning tea baskets to the local schools 

last month and looks forward to supporting Suzie in her exciting plans for outreach and fellowship and 

worship.   

Carleen Thoernberg 
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QUARTERLY REPORT FOR BELLBRAE MARCH 2019 

Worship 

The congregation of Bellbrae is delighted to have Suzie with them every second week after such a long wait.  

The Bellbrae Ensemble was proud to provide the music for Suzie’s induction on the 11th Of November.  It is 

always a pleasure to make music together and to be able to join with musicians from the other churches.  It 

was wonderful to hear the singing of the combined congregations.  How Great Thou Art was just an amazing 

sound.   

Suzie’s first service with us was a Christening and she set up the church as a welcoming space for 12 small 

children as well as for the families involved.  It was a challenging but wonderful way to start.  We have also 

continued to enjoy our guest worship leaders and find the variety of messages and styles of services 

stimulating. 

OP Shop and Book Room 

Our Op Shop and Book Room continue to go from strength to strength.  We have welcomed new volunteers 

and new customers as well as regular customers.  We have also welcomed Suzie’s sister onto the team.  

Tania is taking on the role of on-line selling of more valuable items and large items that we cannot store or 

display.  Suzie’s shed is pretty crowded at the moment.   

We were very grateful to Suzie for hosting and catering for the Op Shop thank-you morning tea held last 

month.  It was a happy time of fellowship for all and a way of thanking our non-church member volunteers in 

particular.  It was very special to have high tea with tiered cake stands no less. 

We have also been able to make donations of pencils and children’s books to charities sending them 

overseas to struggling school communities as well as to our local schools. 

Maintenance 

As a generous gift to the church Daniel and his property maintenance team, who have worked for us twice 

this year, came back recently and, for no payment, put up a security system.  This included a camera and 

various signs on the church and both shops.  It was a sad necessity, as we have experienced some theft over 

the last year with the latest being of a Rolex watch and several very valuable books, which were awaiting a 

professional valuation by a regular who had offered his services free.  It has also meant we have to keep the 

book room store room locked, as often there is no-one situated there the whole time when the shops are 

open.   

We have plans for the gardens to receive an overhaul once the drought breaks.   

It was also very exciting to finally have a heating and cooling system installed in the church.  After 150 plus 

years of very cold services during winter and lots of little heaters needing to be put on three hours ahead of 

each Sunday service we look forward to a warm and welcoming church this coming winter.  The cooling has 

been used over the heatwave days this summer and has greatly enhanced our comfort.   

FUTURE 

Bellbrae was delighted to be part of Suzie’s project of delivering morning tea baskets to the local schools last 

month and looks forward to supporting Suzie in her exciting plans for outreach and fellowship and worship.   

Carleen Thoernberg 


