
 
Aireys Inlet Church Council/Congregation Annual Report - 2018 
 
The Aireys Inlet congregation was grieved in June by the loss of one of the founding 
members of the Aireys Inlet Uniting Church, Lachie Richardson.  
 
Church Council 
Church Council Office Bearers for 2018  
Chair: Keith Bremner 
Secretary: Phyllis Mill 
Treasurer: Lachie Richardson/Marilyn Wendt 
Linked Council Representatives: Mary Bremner, Noni Johnson, Edie Barton 
(substitute) 
Presbytery Representative: Jim Barton 
The Church Council met quarterly during 2018.  
 
Worship 
The Aireys Inlet congregation enjoyed inspiring weekly worship services thanks to 
the services of our Supply Ministers, lay preachers and from time to time, members 
of the congregation.  The third Sunday of the month was the usual discussion- style 
service for the first half of the year and this was always very well attended. Usually 
everyone present participated in the discussions. We thank one of our swallows, Rev 
Sue Townsend, for leading these services.  
 
Keith Bremner led the music on guitar and also made use of backing music available 
on the Small Church website.  We had the pleasure of welcoming Christa Carey on 
flute to many services and Barbara Fraser, Liz McKenzie, Allison Ralph, and 
Mauricio Gabioud, who played keyboard for us on different occasions.  
Attendance varies from week to week. Numbers swell during holiday periods and our 
“swallows” and casual visitors make up part of the congregation during the year and 
invariably express great appreciation of the service and hospitality provided.  
 
Outreach 
Significant events involving outreach into the community were: 
PANCAKE DAY – a much-loved event in the Aireys Inlet community calendar and 
well supported by locals, especially school children, members of other congregations 
and passers-by. Proceeds went to UnitingCare 
COFFEE n CHAT – the Uniting Church continued to be the driving force behind this 
ecumenical event.  Held monthly it remains popular, particularly with members of the 
community who are no longer able to get out much. Spin-offs from this activity are 
the support of a scholarship for a tertiary student in Cambodia through the not-for-
profit organisation Journeys Within our Community.  The Coffee n Chat group also 
organises and participates in visits to the Waterlands Cinema.  
SPEAKER DINNER - AFL footballer, Patrick Dangerfield, proved to be a successful 
drawcard to a sellout dinner held in July at the Anglesea Golf Club.  Dangerfield 
responded to interview questions across a range of topical issues.  The occasion 
provided a great opportunity to promote the church in our community and raised 
some valuable funds for outreach programs. 
 



COMMUNITY CAROLS – another much-loved event for the town of Aireys Inlet is 
run by the Uniting Church, with a little bit of help from the Anglicans and Catholics.  
The Christmas pageant was held on December 2nd and starred children from the 
local school. This event fills the Aireys Inlet Community Hall and is a good outreach 
to those who do not go to church. 
WELCOME BASKETS – We have started to be on the lookout for new residents to 
Aireys and plan to greet them with a visit and a welcome basket.  
 
Noni Johnson  



Pastoral Care 
The team meets to pray for those known to us to be in need and to organise other 
ways of providing practical, loving support.  
 
Co-operation with Anglicans 
The congregation continues to enjoy cordial relations with the Anglican congregation, 
whose building we share. We were saddened by the move of Fr John Webster to a 
Melbourne parish and wish him well in his new parish. However, the appointment of 
Sharon Valentino as the new Parish Priest is welcomed and we look forward to her 
Christian leadership on the Surf Coast.  A number of our members took part in an 
ecumenical  Discussion Group which was led by Fr John, and various members of 
the group and was held throughout the year.   We have also worshipped together on 
St Aidan’s Day, met for lunch after church on several occasions and share some 
Easter services. As reported last year the Anglican congregation is aging and 
dwindling in size and its future could have a significant impact on the Uniting Church 
situation in Aireys Inlet.  
 
Other 
A significant number of congregation members have continued to provide volunteer 
support to the Bellbrae Op shop.  
 
For the third year, the Aireys Inlet congregation has supplied the Chairperson and 
Secretary for Linked Council.  It has again been a challenging year for these people, 
with considerable effort put into getting consensus within and between the 4 
congregations for important issues like defining the category of minister we felt would 
be a “best” fit for the mission of the churches, deciding on the best use of the Manse 
of Manse funds and property issues. 
 


