
Aireys Inlet Church Council/Congregation Annual Report to Linked Council  2019 
 
Church Council Office Bearers 2019 
Chair:  Keith Bremner 
Secretary: Mary Bremner 
Treasurer:  Noni Johnson/Marilyn Wendt 
Linked Council Representatives: Mary Bremner, Noni Johnson, substitute – Edie Barton 
Presbytery Representative: Harry Wendt 
 
The Church Council met quarterly during 2019.  At each meeting the Church Council receives a financial 
report and reports from the minster and the Worship, Outreach and Pastoral Care teams.  
 
Worship 
The congregation has continued to enjoy our weekly church services, which feature a relaxed vibe and a 
warm welcome to all comers.  We have a small number of committed members and play host to regular 
swallows, who feel like part of our congregation.  Tourists and travellers also pop up from time to time. 
 
Guitarist Keith Bremner is our regular musician and we enjoy a good mix of traditional and 
contemporary hymns and songs.  Flautist Christa Carey often plays with Keith and Barbara Fraser and 
Alison Ralph are always welcome on the key board.  The live music is sometimes supplemented with 
audio backing music and video clips. 
 
The Church Council received funding through the Simpson Bequest to purchase hand held and lapel 
microphones and audio equipment for use in worship services and other events.  These have been put 
to very good use and are much appreciated by the hearing impaired.  
 
We enjoy Suzie’s worship ministry, with her relaxed style and thought-provoking messages.  The 
congregation has embraced the services supplied by Suzie for the alternate Sundays, including her pre-
recorded messages, which have attracted high praise.  Suzie has been willing to modify the presentation 
based on some constructive feedback, so that it is accessible to all.  
 
Pastoral Care 
The team meets monthly prior to Coffee and Chat to pray for those in need and discuss practical means 
of support.  
Suzie has initiated Munch - a time for our members to gather at a local café to provide mutual support 
on any of the challenges that life is throwing at us. 
Our congregation supports the Prayer Shawl ministry, which has created, blessed and gifted dozens of 
hand-knitted shawls to people in our community facing challenging times.  We thank our member 
Marilyn Wendt for her leadership of this initiative. 
 
Outreach 
Significant events involving outreach into the community were: 
Pancake Day: another successful occasion, well supported by the community, Surf Coast UCA 
congregations and other denominations. Signs on the road attract passers-by, including some 
international visitors.  The café atmosphere encourages customers to linger and this gives a great 
opportunity for our minister and members to engage with people from the community. The event is also 
an annual highlight for the school children.  Proceeds to Uniting causes.  
 



Speaker Dinner: an audience of 80 people learned a great deal about the impact of climate change on 
our oceans and coastlines from CSIRO expert Dr. Kathy McInnes.  Many members of the community 
expressed appreciation to the church for running such an event. Sponsorship from the Anglesea branch 
of the Bendigo Community Bank assisted with expenses and profits were divided between the Climate 
Council and Uniting World. 
Coffee and Chat:  this monthly event is in theory an ecumenical event, but in practise driven by the 
Uniting Church congregation, in particular our loyal members Edie and Jim Barton.  Members of the 
community who don’t have a lot of opportunity for socialisation appreciate the occasion and we 
continue to welcome new faces.  The group collects donations to support a scholarship for a tertiary 
student in Cambodia through the Journeys Within Our Community not-for-profit organisation.  
Community Carols: another successful event run for the whole Aireys Inlet Community, with a small 
amount of help from the other churches.  This occasion provides a wonderful opportunity to reach 
children and their families with the story of the birth of Christ.  The support of musicians from other Surf 
Coast congregations is appreciated. 
 
Same Gender Marriage: 
The Aireys Inlet congregation initiated the running of two educational forums on the subject of same 
gender marriage, prior to our congregations making a decision on the conduct of marriages in their 
church buildings.  (This is not a decision required of the Aireys Inlet Congregation as they do not own a 
building.)   These events were successful in providing the opportunity for participants to open their 
minds to new understandings of the biblical and theological teachings on marriage.    
 
Co-operation with Anglicans 
The congregation enjoys a very good working arrangement with the Anglicans regarding the use of their 
building and they are very understanding and supportive landlords.   We shared in their regular 
discussion group led by the Rev Sharon Valentino and in a Lenten study led jointly by Sharon and Suzie. 
From time to time, we share worship services on special days on the church calendar and care, 
pastorally, for each other’s members.  
 
Ministry Matters 
The Aireys Inlet congregation has been vocal in supporting and endorsing the ministry of the Rev Suzie 
Castle. Members have expressed their appreciation of her energy, enthusiasm and new ideas for 
expressing the church in our community. 
 
Other 
The majority of our members volunteer at the Bellbrae Op Shop and support the shop in other ways, 
such as removal of rubbish to the tip. 
 
The Linked Council representatives want to express their appreciation for the work done by the 
incoming executive under very difficult circumstances and hope that they have been able to provide a 
supportive role when it has been required.  
 
Mary Bremner 
March, 2020. 


