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Bellbrae has had a busy and rewarding year with a variety of services and 

activities.  We have enjoyed the services we are able to participate in with both 

Suzie and our guest ministers.  We find all services send us away feeling 

restored and often with many things to ponder during the week.  We 

particularly enjoy the variety of being able to listen, to ask questions and to 

discuss.  We always leave the services knowing that our voices have been 

heard and that we have been enriched.  Suzie and each of our guest ministers 

bring something different and special to our worship and we are so grateful for 

this.  Thank you also goes to those who offered the prayers of the people and 

made other contributions to the services.  We also enjoyed the music of our 

band and are so glad to have such a great music team.  Music is certainly a vital 

part of the life of our little church. 

Twice this year, we have been able to put into action Suzie’s idea for morning 

tea baskets for Bellbrae Primary School and this has been a great success.  

Thanks to all who baked the goods and delivered the baskets.   

The Op Shop and Book Room are going from strength to strength and we are 

getting quite a reputation.  Both shops have become known more widely and 

the number of repeat visitors from out of town has grown.  During the year the 

Op Shop and Book Room were able to make donations to the Bush Fire Appeal,  

Legacy, the Fire Brigade and the Bellbrae Primary School.  We were able also to 

provide a branch of the Windmill family with 17 books for their reunion earlier 

in the year and we continue to be grateful to the book’s author for his 

generous donation of books.  We were also delighted to have a thankyou 

morning tea recently for Op Shop volunteers and this was a very happy event 

with a great food enjoyed while people chatted. 

It was with great excitement that we have just recently installed a new glass 

display cabinet in the Op Shop.  We are now able to put out our treasures 

safely and well displayed and also put our jewellery out in similar fashion.  A 

new necklace display stand has also been put up and we had a great day 

setting up this as well.  Thanks to our handyman Daniel who gave us a morning 

to get it transported from Geelong to Bellbrae.  It was worth the four hour wait 

at the Geelong shop that Bev and Carleen put in to make it all happen!  Thanks 



also to Keith and John Stephens for getting rid of all the rubbish to the tip the 

week before so that the whole area looks just great. 

In August the church participated in the annual Arts Trail and welcomed 

approximately 400 visitors into the church over that weekend.  After a lovely 

9am Taisai service we opened the doors and were very busy with selling, 

talking and making Devonshire teas.  Thanks to all who worked to make the 

whole weekend a success. 

Another highlight was the celebration of life party that the church held in 

memory of Margaret Ganly who passed away on the 4th of January this year.  

Songs, stories, poems, photos and anecdotes were shared as well as a 

wonderful afternoon tea. 

Maintenance has been taking place during the year.  We have had the grounds 

cleared, rubbish removed, a big tree taken down and the gutters cleaned.   

Christmas was a great celebration with our first ever Carols in the Pub.  This 

was a great success and saw us up on the stage playing and singing with great 

joy.  Thanks to all who participated and helped.  The Christmas Eve service was 

also a joy and enhanced as always by the great music. 

Our loved and valued member John Adams has left us for six months to spend 

time in America with his family.  He will be greatly missed for all he does for us 

– Arts Trail, Music, Op Shop, technical assistance just to mention a few tasks – 

and we send our prayers with him and look forward to his return. 

 

Thank you Suzie for your love and guidance.   
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