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TORQUAY UNITING CHURCH  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING REPORTS, MARCH 2021 

MINISTER’S REPORT 

This time last year my report reflected the beginning of our Oak Tree Place build. Now we have 

had the official opening, Coffee and Kids playgroup filling the space and rentals booked. What a 

difference a year makes.  

The Surf Coast ministry placement seeks to become 80% by mid-April which gives the placement 

4 days a week. It doesn’t mean getting creative with time but rather focusing on ministry that is 

important to you all here. I will be seeking 20% supply elsewhere which means being organised 

and prepared this year to have an effective ministry across the Surf Coast Uniting Churches. Days 

off will be Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday.  

I will place a monthly calendar in the foyer so you know how my ministry focus is unfolding and 

how everything has fitted in. Somethings will need to be relinquished but not sure what this will 

be just yet. We do need to gauge what is lost by the constraints of 80% and let members know. A 

3 month timeframe will give us that information and help us with expectations. I’d love to be 

available to you 100% but it is not possible when picking up supply elsewhere. 

I do know that my focus will be worship, pastoral care, wider community involvement and faith 

building shared across 3 congregations. 

Worship 

Torquay: Continue on bi-monthly with fellowship afterwards. I believed it was important that 

Torquay receives the Minister’s time after worship having generously gone without for many 

years. Please use this time to request pastoral visitations and share pastoral concerns. There has 

been talk of turning the worship space back the way it was years before. It might offer a better 

configuration, especially preventing the sun interfering with the musician’s vision, but I suggest 

you talk about that yourselves and let me know what you want to do. I’m happy either way but it 

is not a focus for me. 

My worship suggestion is that you slip your hymn/song preferences in the offering plate so we can 

incorporate these in the services.  

Elouera:  

During COVID, Elouera staff gather residents together for our weekly services on Youtube. That 

has been a blessing to all and a regular way our friends can pray, hear God’s Word and sing 

praises. I was able to run monthly services at Elouera when it was permitted. As COVID 

restrictions roll back, we can have more members attend where you’d be very welcome. If we 

have further lockdowns we can resource Elouera via our website. 
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Alan Harper continues to put the weekly sermon on our web page for those who are unable to 

attend worship services. The monthly worship roster will consist on a visiting preacher and a 

video sermon format. All 3 congregations have the choice to use my order of service or lead 

worship themselves. 

Aireys Inlet continues on the same monthly format as Torquay. Bellbrae will enjoy monthly 

Communion service on the 1st Sunday and Café Church on the 3rd. The members will have a 

visiting preacher once a month and either use my videoed sermon format or run Taize services. 

The Café Church will include creative occasions when we will paint or write about what we hear 

in the scripture readings. 

The fresh idea of the 3 congregations joining together on the 5th Sunday has been warmly 

accepted by the Church Councils. With three 5th Sundays left in 2021 each will take a turn at 

hosting at their respective churches with opportunities created to share in music together but at the 

same time permit rest to happen for those not hosting. Now that COVID restrictions have eased, 

what joy we can gather in fellowship after the joint services. Given the wonderful success of the 

opening of Oak Tree Place, I imagine many will look forward to the times of sitting in worship 

with friends and reconnecting over a cup of tea. 

COVID lockdowns: If more are to come, we are organised and ready to have worship services 

online. My hope is that we receive enough notice to create something special each time.  

World day of prayer worship service on March 7th hosted by Christian Fellowship Church. 

Vanuatu is the focus nation and Doreen Stevenson (Bellbrae) has generously taken on 

communications role and participation. Please connect with Doreen if you are planning on 

attending. 

Pastoral Care 

Four days a week presents issues with visitation especially with running a Pastoral Care course out 

of Aireys Inlet later in the year. The upside is that the course will be a great resourcing tool for 

caring and communicating and attendees do get a lot out of the course. Seeds have also been 

planted for me to run same course to Surf Coast/Geelong parents at some stage. These courses 

take a lot of planning and prep which impacts upon the time in actual visitations. I offer this 

information because I fear I will not reach your expectations on regular home visits. Please still 

call me if you would like a visit and I will do all I can to be there. 

Wider Community Involvement 

Coffee and Kids: Has begun with many families attending the weekly playgroup on Fridays. We 

decided to source the fruit from Feed Me Surf Coast to support this group and save produce from 

landfill. This is an important ministry and one focus for my time at 80%. One fun activity coming 

up is colouring and crafting Easter bonnets and an egg hunt. 

Elouera staff have been thanked by Torquay UC for the love, compassion and commitment they 

gave the residents during COVID lockdowns. A basket of Christmas goodies was well received 

and appreciated. Thank you to those who contributed to the gift basket. 



4 
 

Carols in the Pub: Missed the end of 2020 due to COVID19 restrictions. We will seek to run this 

event again at the years end. 

Torquay Youth: Thank you for your prayers for Anè & Shinay when they attended the Presbytery 

Youth Camp in March 2020. They report it was a great experience. Now we have Oak Tree Place 

there are opportunities to have youth gatherings in Torquay. I am on the Presbytery camp planning 

committee and involved in the March Trivia Night that’s across two Presbyteries. After the 

placement becomes 80% I will give up my role at Presbytery and focus on local. The Geelong 

Wesley and Belmont Uniting youth group continues once a month gathering in Geelong to which 

Anè & Shinay are invited and welcomed.  

Alongside Jane, I am part of the Armstrong Creek Reference Group developed to support Chris 

Macher and look at faith development opportunities in the area. I am reluctant to give this group 

up due to the 20% placement cut as the corridor between Torquay and Grovedale is important. I 

will see how the monthly calendar goes and make a judgement on it in a few months. 

I am on the Surf Coast Shire Community leadership team who meet monthly on a Monday to 

share what different groups are doing, what events we have coming up and how we can support 

each other. Due to the 20% cut, I will need to let this one go as the team meeting falls on a 

Monday. It has been great being part of this team and we saw fruit when the community Christmas 

lunch event was birthed.  

Feed Me Surf Coast: We resolved dental issues for 4 people using the funds raised through Surf 

Coast UC members and others. Not one member of the team at Feed Me attends church and yet 

every gathering we have around a meal I get asked to say the Grace. I find that I am greatly 

blessed by this invitation. This week’s meeting at Feed Me Bellarine has reported an increase in 

demand for food deliveries over the past month. The organisation stands by its policy to not judge 

and not ask questions when someone seeks help. The people receiving help are on the Surf Coast 

struggling with financial issues mainly, others are coming out of abusive homes or suffer mental 

health problems. Brooke Murphy, who attended Oak Tree Place opening is also part of the Shire 

Community Leadership team.  

Faith Building this year 

Developed Breath Prayers for purchase for $15 as a fund raiser. Thank you Margaret and Peter 

Hirth for assembling them together. It is a big job but they make wonderful gifts for people. I 

place this under faith building because I noticed people sometimes struggle with a prayer life. The 

idea of breath prayers is that they are a prayer you can say in one breath. That’s all that’s needed at 

times, one breath prayer to connect to God.  

We deliver the weekly newsletter to Elouera and several people now receive devotions booklets 

that are mailed to them.  

Will be running Confirmation course  

Running bible studies 

Develop weekly devotion resources for youth to receive in worship 
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Connecting together 

 

This year we will gather at Oak Tree Place on Maundy Thursday night for a Passover meal. Next 

year we will have a Foot Washing and Tenebrae. I have invited our Anglican friends to attend 

once again.  

We have established an end of year Church Council dinner at the Jan Juc hotel. I would like to 

acknowledge Robin Dennis as he retires from the role of Linked Treasurer. It’s a tough role and 

one that takes many hours sorting, planning, auditing and delivering news about how we spend 

God’s money. It’s a good year for him to end on and I hope his ‘retirement’ is filled with golf and 

holidays.  

We truly are blessed by the leadership we have at Torquay. Thank you especially to the executive 

committee who serve you tirelessly with great wisdom and compassion. Rosemary, Jane and 

Robyn bless us each and every day. There are so many others to thank as well and it’s difficult not 

to leave someone out. So here’s a shout out to Tricia and Geoff Genat for getting things done the 

way you do them and opening your home to us on New Year’s Eve and Good Friday. Wonderful 

gift of hospitality generously shared. 

Newsletter. Thank you to Tricia and Jane who continue to bless us with updated information and 

activities in the weekly news sheet. Margaret Hirth has helped me get started the weekly “Who 

Am I?” established to share snippets about ourselves. 

Jane and I also update the Surf Coast UC Facebook page. Alan does an outstanding job on the 

website which has only been running for over a year. This is one place we worked hard at during 

last year when we couldn’t gather in person. Alan developed a resource tab on the page for 

Elouera staff to access for special bits we did for them.  

Proposed Leave 

I did not have study leave last year but seek to pick up a course this year on Worship in the 

Contemporary Space through Pilgrim or St Francis.  

I am unsure about holiday leave at this stage. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

Minute of Appreciation for outgoing Treasurer Mr Robin Dennis 

 

Peace and grace 

 

Rev Suzie Castle 
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CONGREGATION REPORT 

 

At the beginning of 2020 none of us could foresee what was lying ahead. Suddenly, there were 

many restrictions on our work and activity that were accepted as necessary to help prevent the 

spread of the corona virus. Our church life was not exempt. From March through to December we 

were unable to gather together for communal worship and other kinds of meetings and activities. 

This situation however presented new and different opportunities for worship and interaction. 

 

During 2019 our worship life as a congregation has been enabled by our services being available 

online. Our considerable thanks are due to Alan Harper for filming and producing the service each 

week making it widely available for people who could then participate at times of their own 

choosing. Worship was at most times led by our minister, Rev. Suzie Castle, and members have 

welcomed new understandings and opportunities. Other ministers and lay preachers have also led 

worship at times, and their leadership in this way is greatly appreciated. Many members of the 

congregation have also participated in the presentation of these services by offering prayers or by 

reading the Bible. Also thanks are due to June Angus for her provision of music to support this 

ministry. Members of the congregation without computers have been able to receive hard copies 

of each service, and our thanks must be given to Robyn Harper and her team who have overseen 

the printing and distribution of this material each week. So worship more than ever has been the 

focus of our congregational life. 

 

The many restrictions of the lockdown period have meant that pastoral care has been heightened. 

Members have become aware of the needs of others by keeping in touch, with encouragement 

from Rev. Suzie and Robyn Harper providing leadership from the Church Council in this matter. 

Information and connectedness has been enabled by the weekly production of the Newsletter, 

which has been available by email or by personal delivery. Our thanks go to Trish Genat and Jane 

Skelton for their editorial and production work. 

 

Through all this the Church Council, ably led by Jane Skelton and Rosemary Thompson, has been 

able to meet by Zoom and through its various committees, has continued to oversee matters of 

mission, worship, finance and property. 

  

Pleasingly, our building project was completed in December, so that we now have a facility that 

can open new ways of doing things and connecting with our community. 

 

So despite the difficulties of this year, our congregational life has been maintained, and we should 

be able to look to the future with confidence.  

 

Robert Packett, Congregation Chairperson 
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TORQUAY UNITING CHURCH COUNCIL 

Council Membership: 

 

Minister:  Rev Suzie Castle      

Chairperson:  Jane Skelton 

Secretary:  Rosemary Thompson 

Treasurer:   Robyn Harper 

General:  Joan Duval 

   Heather Dennis 

   Robert Packett 

   Robin Dennis  

   Margaret Hirth 

   Jane Skelton 
   John Peck 

     Bev Boxshall 

Tricia Genat 

 

Linked Council Representatives: Rosemary Thompson,  Robyn Harper 

 

Presbytery Representative: Robert Packett 

Meetings were held bi-monthly in January, March, May, July, September, November and January.  

From March to November these meetings were held by Zoom due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  

An Extraordinary Meeting was held on March 22nd to discuss closure of the church due to the 

pandemic. As of that date until January 10th 2021, no worship services were held in the church 

and no face to face activities could be held on church property. As a result, all subsequent worship 

services were recorded and accessed via the website.  Sincere thanks go to Alan Harper for 

technical assistance and co-ordination of these services.  Pastoral Care increased during the 

pandemic.   The newsletter was distributed via email with printed copies of the newsletter and 

worship service distributed to those unable to go on-line.  This weekly contact was very much 

appreciated.  As restrictions eased it was decided to gather weekly for coffee at a local cafe during 

the week, and this was also attended by members from Bellbrae. As we returned to worship 

services and activities in the church and Oak Tree Place, QR codes or manual registration of all 

attendees have been instituted according to government guidelines.  Information is kept for two 

weeks as required. 

A further Extraordinary meeting was held via Zoom on July 13th to discuss the removal of the 

chimneys at No 25 as recommended by engineers. 

A Special Meeting was held on September 15th to discuss proposals around the separation of 

Anglesea Uniting Church from the Surf Coast Linked Congregations Council. Meetings with Rev 

Deacon Jeanne Beale (Presbytery Minister) were held with each congregation to clarify our 

Mission Goals. Representatives attended a further meeting with Presbytery and Anglesea UC in 

December to attempt a negotiated settlement. Details are contained in the SCLCC Report. 
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Activities:  

Council members participated in various sub-committees with the assistance of congregation 

members.  Council members of these committees are as follows: 

Finance Committee:  Robyn Harper, Robin Dennis. 

Development Committee:  Heather Dennis, Robin Dennis, Joan Duval, Rosemary Thompson.   

Mission & Social Justice Committee: Heather Dennis, Joan Duval, Tricia Genat, Bev Boxshall. 

Pastoral Care: Robyn Harper, Joan Duval, Robert Packett, Jane Skelton, Margaret Hirth. 

Property & Maintenance: Rosemary Thompson, Heather Dennis, Joan Duval, Robert Packett. 

Worship Committee: Robyn Harper, Robert Packett, John Peck, Jane Skelton. 

Communications: Facebook is managed by Rev Suzie Castle, Jane Skelton and Mary Bremner 

(Aireys Inlet), and the Newsletter for all SCLCC congregations is managed by Jane Skelton & 

Tricia Genat.    

Keeping Children Safe: Records are being held by Jane Skelton with the assistance of Alan 

Harper to maintain the records for Working With Children Checks.  KCS is an agenda item at all 

meetings.  

A sum of $400 was raised following the summer bushfires and was directed to the East Gippsland 

Presbytery. 

Our thanks to Roma Julien who sewed face masks for sale, which were very popular. 

In June Tricia initiated the publication of “Coastal Cooking”, a book of almost 80 recipes from 

members of all three congregations.  Our thanks to Tricia for taking this on and enabling the 

sharing of so many fantastic recipes. Tricia also initiated a Trading Table on the front lawn of the 

church in October and November which demonstrated our continued engagement with the 

community.   

Torquay Uniting Church hosted the World Day of Prayer on March 6th with representation from 

four local churches to raise funds for Zimbabwe.  The church was decorated with an African 

theme and there was good ecumenical participation. 

The completion of the redevelopment of No 25 Anderson St (Oak tree Place) in December was a 

highlight for the year.  Sincere thanks go to those involved from 2009 with negotiations with 

Synod to get the project off the ground and on to the final touches with detailed plans and 

specifics. Our special thanks to Bob Hale and John Angus for early work, Heather Jackman in the 

planning phase and Heather Dennis for persisting with the myriad details required by Synod. Our 

thanks also go to Alan Harper as the church Project Manager and for the many tasks not covered 

by the builders to bring us the finished product. We are all very proud of the outcome and we have 

been able to engage various groups to rent space, which is generating much needed income. The 

council has recommended that the serving of alcohol be allowed in this space and a 
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recommendation is being brought to the Congregation Meeting to that effect.  A formal opening 

was held on February 28th 2021. 

Reports from all committees were tabled and discussed, if required, at each council meeting. In 

addition, at each meeting Correspondence was tabled and a report received from the Minister, 

Treasurer, Presbytery and SCLCC.  Devotions are conducted by members in rotation, at the 

beginning of each council meeting. 

We note the retirement of Joan Duval, Bev Boxshall and Robin Dennis from the council.  In 

particular Joan has served for many years, initially on the Parish Council.  Robin has served as 

Treasurer and Chairperson for Torquay and has additionally been the co-opted Treasurer for the 

SCLCC.  We thank God for their contribution and that of all members.  

Jane Skelton, Chairperson 

Rosemary Thompson, Secretary 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

 
The Worship Team is made up of Rev Suzie Castle, Robert Packett, Jane Skelton, Margaret Hirth, 

John Peck, Marg Manley and Robyn Harper.  

 

Our Worship year started off as usual with Rev Suzie and several people helping us with worship.  

We thank Matt Voogt from Beach Mission, Chris Machar & Brian Shaw filling in when Suzie was 

leading worship down at Aireys Inlet & Bellbrae. 

 

But mid-March saw us closing our churches and finding a different way to connect to our church 

members.  Rev Suzie swung into gear and with the help of Alan Harper didn’t miss a Sunday in 

having a service up on the website for people to watch.  For those without access to the internet a 

hard copy of the service along with Newsletter and any other news was delivered to each of these 

people.   I thank Sheryl Conlon and Val Clarke for helping me in this ministry.   

 

We thank Alan Harper, Jane Skelton & Trish Genat for their part in bringing the service to us on 

the screen at the beginning of the year and being able to handle any hiccup that occurs.  We all 

very much enjoy what the audio/visual component brings to our service.  The Supply Team of 

Ministers and Lay Preachers as well as Rev Suzie are all happy to use this medium to add to their 

service.   On the 3rd Sunday in January & February members of our congregation read Suzie’s 

service and then Suzie came to us via video for the sermon.  This has worked well and it is like 

having Suzie in the room, and helps with preaching plan and finances. 

 

We thank Rev Suzie and the Worship Team for the organisation of the monthly services at 

Elouera held on the 1st Thursday of the month. We thank Margaret Hirth, for being our organist 

with June Angus filling in if needed.  Thanks to you both. We have about 18-24 residents 

attending these services.  All the residents enjoy the singing and the stories that Rev Suzie tells. 

There was no services from April to November due to the COVID pandemic. We had a good turn-
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out at the Carol Service in December run by Rev Suzie Castle of both congregational members 

and residents of Elouera and a great time singing well known carols (with masks on for church 

members) was had by all.  Thank you to all who took part in this outreach.   

 

Messy church was not held in 2020 due to COVID, 

 

We were able to hold the Ash Wednesday service in February and this was at Bellbrae church 

followed by morning tea at Bowside Cafe afterwards.  It was sad that we all could not be together 

for the completion of Lent and Easter and even Advent and Christmas.   

 

We set the church windows up with Pentecost decoration for duration of Pentecost and then 

Advent decoration thru to end of December with a nativity scene and Advent Wreath.  We had 

favourable comments about each of these statements. 

 

The Choir had not started with their Lent music before the closure of the church. 

 

One of our members, Valma Griffiths, has held KYB (Know Your Bible) in her home over the last 

nine to ten years.  This is an ecumenical activity of both fellowship and friendship whilst learning 

more about your Bible.  People meet in Valma’s home each Monday afternoon.  This group went 

into recess during COVID-19 lockdown. 

 

We thank our Lay Preachers – Brian Shaw, Robert Packett, Chris Machar for their leadership over 

the year.   We also thank Rev Peter Batchelor for leading an online service and Rev Deacon 

Jeanne Beale and Rev Narelle Collas (our Presbytery Ministers) for also leading online worship 

for us.   The Worship Team was always there to help the leadership of the Worship Services 

especially during COVID and I thank each and every one of you for being part of our online 

worship services.  A big thank you to Alan Harper for all the work he put in to downloading the 

services onto the website and all the other bits and pieces leading up to that point. 

 

Thank you to all the members of the committee for their hard work and dedication.  I look forward 

to working with you in 2021. 

 

Robyn Harper 

Coordinator 

PASTORAL CARE 

We were pleased to welcome Joan & Bruce Davies into our community late last year and also a 

new member at Elouera – Josina Adair.   We have had a lot of our swallows (holiday homes in the 

area) and general holiday makers looking around our beautiful surf coast during the first three 

months of the year.  It was lovely to welcome these people into our church community.  But mid-

March things changed in Australia when the COVID-19 pandemic hit our shores.  Our church was 

closed and we went into caring for our church community and those at Elouera remotely & by 

phone.  Thank you to all the Pastoral Carers for stepping up their interaction with those on their 

list. 
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We were pleased to welcome two new members into our church community at the beginning of 

2021 and we hope Sam Nolan and Heather Tinney feel welcomed in our midst. 

We were saddened by the passing of several of our members over the year.   We were deeply 

saddened at the passing of Peter Finlayson, Doris Alexander who was a valued member at Elouera 

and cared for by our Torquay members.  Jim Turner also a member of Elouera and Torquay UC 

passed away with Suzie leading a COVID safe funeral for the family.  The families of Peter & 

Doris sought other arrangements for their loved ones.  It was very hard on family and church 

family of these members who died during COVID as in some cases didn’t find out till a month or 

so after they passed away. 

Several of our members were unwell and in poor health during the COVID lockdown and we 

supported them in prayer and phone calls.  I am pleased to say all are now home and doing well.   

We updated our Directory again during the year and will organise to update in March 2021. 

We celebrated birthdays of members, where possible, by putting in our Newsletter and dropping a 

card and either flowers or chocolates to them. 

How can we help our members feel safe, following the COVID restrictions, to come out and 

experience life outside their homes?  The majority of our members are carrying out our mission of 

caring for each other, the congregation and our burgeoning community of Torquay. 

Robyn Harper, Coordinator 

 

 

                                              BEAUT BEANIES 

 

Beaut Beanies could not meet in the Foyer after February last year but we did not stop knitting. 

Helped by knitters from church and community, we have made donations of hundreds of 

children’s socks and similar numbers of Red Cross teddies. 

 

Some items were taken to Cottage by the Sea where our members were impressed with the 

renovations and the lovely rugs and scarves laid out for each child. 

 

We are now glad to be back in the Foyer each Tuesday and to share some storage space in the 

Vestry. We were sad to farewell Jeanette Jones who needed to move to Melbourne. Jeanette and 

Pat pioneered our group and created the friendly warmth that all comers continue to enjoy. 

Jeanette also knitted and donated great numbers of beautiful rugs and beanies over many years. 

 

We are very grateful to have such a pleasant meeting space. 

 

Pat, Tess, Claire, Lizzie, Lorraine, Veronica, and Jan. 
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SURF COAST LINKED CONGREGATIONS COUNCIL 

Membership:   

Two Congregational Representatives of each of the participating congregations.  Alternate Representatives 

are appointed for each congregation in the event the regular representative is unable to attend. 

A co-opted Treasurer 

Minster in Placement 

 
Membership for 2020 

Aireys Inlet:  Mary Bremner, Noni Johnson (Alternate Edie Barton) 

Bellbrae: John Stephens. Michael Lambkin (Alternate Fran Griffiths) 

Torquay: Robyn Harper (Secretary), Rosemary Thompson (Chairperson) (Alternate Jane Skelton) 

Treasurer: Robin Dennis 

Rev Suzie Castle 

 

Meetings were held quarterly throughout the year with Extraordinary Meetings called as required.  

At each meeting reports are received from all congregations and the Minister in Placement.  The 

Finance Sub-Committee is made up of treasurers from each congregation and makes 

recommendations to the meetings as required.   

Our co-opted Treasurer Robin Dennis will retire as of the AGM in March 2021.  We are grateful 

to Doug Thomson for agreeing to take the role of Co-opted Treasurer.  Doug is a practising 

accountant and a member of the Western Heights UC.  We sincerely thank Robin for his 

stewardship of our accounts for the last 8 years.   

This was a challenging year for the SCLCC with COVID restrictions requiring Zoom meetings on 

most occasions.  Also during the year negotiations continued to try to resolve the intention of 

Anglesea Uniting Church to withdraw from the SCLCC.  Presbytery representatives were involved 

at various points to assist with this process. The result of these negotiations is that Anglesea has 

withdrawn from SCLCC.  The SCLCC has agreed to gift $34,454.65 to Anglesea UC.  This is 

represented by $27,500.00 recommended by Presbytery and $6,954.65 which is the equivalent 

balance of the Salvado Bequest, which was given to the SCLCC by an Anglesea member. Each 

congregation agreed to donate $5,000.00 from their congregation funds to help make up this 

amount. Presbytery also proposed that Anglesea UC is due 25% of the Manse for Manse Fund, but 

this has not been agreed by any of the remaining congregations. 

The SCLCC financial resources for the Minister’s stipend and support for property maintenance 

for church property, is made up of offerings and a proportion of fundraising from each 

congregation.  As a result of the diminished funds available for these purposes, the following 

recommendation is brought to each congregation for their approval.  
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Recommendation: 

That the hours of the Minister in Placement be reduced to 80% of a full time placement as a 

result of reduced financial resources available to the SCLCC.  This will impact Rev Suzie 

Castle's hours as soon as this is agreed to by the Presbytery of Port Phillip West Placements 

Committee.   

There will clearly be some impact as a result of the reduction of the Minister’s hours, but Suzie is 

committed to continuing pastoral care and worship services across the congregations.   

Rosemary Thompson 

Chairperson. SCLCC 

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

The Property Committee continued to address issues as they arose. Plans are progressing for major 

work to be completed on the church building now that Oak tree Place is complete.   This will 

necessitate the use of Oak Tree Place while the church is out of action.  

The garden has been well maintained and tended by Tricia & Geoff Genat.  The gardens around 

Oak Tree Place will be planted in a similar style to the church to maintain continuity. 

The church foyer carpets have been cleaned as well as the pews in the church.  

Thanks to Alan Harper for attending to various tasks needing attention as the re-development 

progressed.   

Rosemary Thompson 

 

MISSION COMMITTEE 

Our activities in respect to Mission were severely curtailed by the pandemic and restrictions 

placed on social gatherings and using the church buildings.   

Dine Out and Coffee & Kids could not be held for all of 2020.   

The Beaut Beanies ladies continued their knitting efforts at home or in small household groups 

when allowed.   

Congregation members continued to support Uniting with food contributions, which were taken to 

Grovedale on a regular basis.  This was much appreciated by Uniting which continued to have a 

steady stream of people adversely affected by the pandemic.  This need will continue for the 

foreseeable future.  

We were unable to conduct our usual monthly service at Elouera, but Suzie continued to engage 

with the staff there and they used our videoed services. 
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We instituted a coffee morning at Bomboras café when restrictions in hospitality venues were 

eased.  This has been very popular and will continue to run on a Thursday morning with Suzie 

attending monthly.  

Several issues of our newsletter were produced specifically to engage the local neighbours and 

keep them up to date with progress on the redevelopment of Oak Tree Place.  In addition all 

volunteers of the Bellbrae Op Shop and Bookroom now receive the weekly Surf Coast Churches 

newsletter. 

In conjunction with various community groups, we participated in Hello Surf Coast using the front 

lawns of the church to engage with our local neighbours.  Food was provided by Feed Me Surf 

Coast and people were encouraged to bring a chair and a drink to make social contacts.  This was 

a good way to meet our neighbours and make contact with them. 

Members of Torquay continue to volunteer at the Bellbrae Op Shop and Bookroom.  So far the 

shops are only open on a Saturday, but it is hoped this can be extended soon.  

We look forward to extending our mission activities as restrictions are eased.  

Rosemary Thompson 

 

COFFEE AND KIDS  

Coffee & Kids resumed for 2020 on 6th February on Thursdays and Fridays from 9.30-11.00am, 

but ceased on the 13th March due to the start of the Covid restrictions and did not return in 2020. 

Although 5 children did not return because they had started school, and a couple of children had 

moved on to Kinder, most families returned to Coffee & Kids at the beginning of the year, with 

slightly lesser numbers. 

For the six weeks in Feb/March that we did operate, Lyn Edebone & Heather Dennis alternated 

leadership for the Thursday sessions and Joan Duval lead most of the Friday sessions with some 

help from Jane Skelton and Robyn Harper. Suzie had planned some themed activities and 

associated craft for a few of the Thursdays during that period, and participated in some of the 

activities. 

During the first few weeks of Covid we put some Teddy Bears in the church windows for children 

to see and added some Easter Eggs. 

I posted activity ideas on the Coffee & Kids facebook page from time to time, as well as news of 

our Coastal Trading Tables, which a couple of the families attended, and also progress photos of 

our building, just to keep in touch. 

One of the mums was diagnosed with breast cancer early in the year and one of the Coffee & Kids 

mums organised a Meal Train which involved quite a number of us and other friends providing an 

evening meal for the family twice a week for much of the year. Joan, Suzie and I visited on a 
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number of occasions and I participated in the Meal Train. The mums supported each other in other 

ways too and a couple of them delivered flowers to Joan when she was unwell and others kept in 

touch with Lyn Edebone by phone. 

We can be pleased that the friendship groups formed at Coffee & Kids over the previous years 

came to the fore in the face of adversity in 2020. 

(We can report that Coffee & Kid is already in full swing again on Fridays in Oak Tree Place.) 

As always, other church members would be most welcome if you feel able to assist. You may like 

to join our facebook page: Coffee & Kids Playspace - Torquay Uniting Church 

Heather Dennis 

28/02/2021 

 

 

FACEBOOK AND NEWSLETTER 

Newsletter has continued throughout, with lots of interesting items and news from all three churches.  

It is so good to share with each other. Tricia and Jane take it in turns, roughly a month about to take 

on the editorial role.    

Facebook is updated usually weekly with various items, some local news and events, plus UCA 

news and currently Lent Event items too.  Suzie, Mary Bremner and Jane S add items to this. 

 

DINE OUT 

 

2020 has been a very different year owing to Covid 19.We did not meet as usual, but are looking 

forward to better times. 

 

Jean Elder, Convenor 
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DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

HALLELUJAH 

Our Development was completed within the budget tolerance just before Christmas 2020. There 

was an official handover of the building to the UCA VicTas Property Trust on 23rd December, 

attended by Aaron Sevoir-Basebuild Constructions, Kim Quach -Synod Property Project Manager 

and Ro Thompson and Alan Harper representing the Torquay Church Council and the 

Development Committee.  

An official Opening of Oak Tree Place was held on Sunday 28th February following a well 

attended church service. The sun shone and Rev Suzie officiated, welcoming members from all 

three of the Surf Coast Linked Congregations, past ministers Rev Peter Batchelor and Rev Helen 

Robinson, members of the community, and the Bellbrae Church band. 

Two purple ribbons were stretched between the Church building and Oak Tree Place, and were 

held at each end by Alan Harper and Rosemary Thompson and tied in a bow in the middle. At the 

appropriate moment, Heather Jackman and Heather Dennis pulled the ends of the bow and the 

ribbon was untied. Rev Suzie led us all in prayer before everyone proceeded into morning tea 

inside Oak Tree Place. 

The following expressions of thanks were offered by Heather Dennis at the ceremony. 

Oak Tree Place Opening – Expressions of Thanks 

I am thrilled that we have reached this day. 

I am here to thank some of the many people who have contributed to this project over quite a long 

period. 

It was in May 2010, that the Torquay Church Council decided to seek to subdivide the church and 

the manse blocks, to sell the rear halves, and to use the proceeds to provide for a new manse and 

to construct a building complex on the site of the existing manse.  

We see the outcome of this dream today. We acknowledge the work of Bob Hale and John Angus 

in obtaining Synod permissions and managing the subdivision and sale of the land; under the 

guidance of the Rev Peter Batchelor who was our interim Minister at the time. We are pleased that 

Peter is here today. Thanks Peter for helping us get started. 

We thank the Uniting Church Synod of Victoria and Tasmania and the Presbytery of Port Phillip 

West for enabling our project.  

In the Uniting Church, mission vision, must drive building decisions, and so the congregation 

Mission team were also hard at work, later assisted by Presbytery Minister Rev Robert Renton, 

who came down to Torquay regularly to help us define our mission in current church parlance, and 

to navigate the Synod Property applications processes. We thank him for his hands on help. 
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Rev Helen Robinson was our Surf Coast Minister from 2011-2017 and she chaired the many 

Torquay Development Meetings that took place over that period, supporting us through the highs 

and lows of this journey. We are pleased that Helen is here today too. Thank you Helen for your 

wise leadership. 

Heather Jackman was a key leader of the mission team and as time progressed, Heather and I 

worked together on the mission statements to underpin our building applications. We both later 

worked with David Farrelly of Creative Lifestyle Homes on the building design and the choice of 

colours, fittings and fixtures, trying to balance functionality and ambience with cost efficiency and 

the requirements of a public building. We spent many days travelling around Geelong sourcing 

products. Joan Duval and Rosemary Thompson provided experienced input to the landscape 

design as part of the Planning Permit process. After Helen retired, Ro and Robin Dennis, joined 

me in the ongoing negotiations with Synod and Presbytery. We were later joined by Reverend 

Suzie. Thanks to you all. 

In 2018 Dave Farrelly passed his work on to Aaron Sevior of Basebuild Constructions who 

completed the Building Permit application process and was eventually appointed by Synod 

Property in Jan 2001 to undertake the build. We have been delighted with his accessibility and the 

excellence of Basebuild’s workmanship under the onsite management of Josh Speed and thank 

them all too. 

Moving along, I want to especially acknowledge the great work of Alan Harper, who has provided 

us with building advice throughout the project. He visited the building site almost daily last year 

(on his exercise walk during Covid restrictions), keeping us appraised of progress and flagging 

potential issues. Alan also installed the internet and AV connection between the Church and the 

new building, installed the AV appliances and has built the gates and safety fences that you will 

see if you walk around the garden. Yesterday he erected our smart Oak Tree Place sign. He has 

saved us several thousand dollars by his careful sourcing of materials and his personal labour. 

Alan we thank you most sincerely.  

Since Oak Tree Place was handed over from the builders to the Uniting Church, we have been 

blessed by the energy and efficiency of the team of Jane Skelton, Trish Genat and Robyn Harper 

who have contracted five regular community hirers of our facility. They also swung into action in 

January and set up the household most admirably. Thanks enormously to this team; and to Geoff 

Genat who watered and mowed the new turf to bed it in and help it to flourish, and to Margaret 

and Peter Hirth who renovated their garden seat and installed it under the Oak tree. 

The church congregation, Minister Suzie and the Coffee and Kids are all enjoying their new home, 

along with our new clients. 

I trust that Oak Tree Place will offer joy, peace and friendship to all who meet here.  

Thanks everyone for a job well done. 

Heather Dennis - Chair Development Committee (28/02/2021) 

 



18 
 

OAK TREE PLACE MANAGEMENT 

This is the first report for the new OTP building, which has been open for use since the January 

10th.  The Church council agreed that Robyn, Tricia and Jane look after the rental side of the 

building at the moment.  The property committee will look after any future requirements to the 

building upkeep as well as the church buildings issues. 

 In January Robyn, Tricia, Alan and Jane assessed the building after handover and purchased 

required items needed to open up the building including essentials needed to be Covid safe.  Val 

Clarke put together a First Aid box and purchased a Thermometer for use.  These are to be found 

in a Kitchen cupboard marked with first aid sign. The kitchen is now equipped with all that is 

required for sharing meals. 

The hot water boiling billy is great for morning teas. 

All Covid safe signs and QR codes are posted and have been in use as required, and Emergency 

procedure signs are also placed at each Emergency exit. 

We are encouraging visitors to use the front door or the door directly into the hall and this is where 

we have placed QR codes and sign in sheets for contact tracing as required. 

As yet we have not advertised but by word of mouth many are already making use of this beautiful 

building. 

We are very pleased with the tenants we have gained so far, all of whom have been following the 

current Covid rules, using QR codes, and sign in sheets and cleaning down everywhere required 

after use. 

We look forward to these rules being lifted and the area evolving as we continue to welcome the 

community, both local and church, into these beautiful facilities. 

 The Activity room 2 and the Foyer have been used by us for several small group meetings. 

The Lenten Bible Study group are using the hall currently. And of course, every Sunday we meet 

there after church for our morning coffee/ tea and catchup. 

Road to Reading and Beaut Beanies will continue to meet in the church narthex until the work on 

that building commences, then they too will use the OTP facilities. 

Our thoughts are that we keep the day of Tuesday free for church people to use the area for future 

activities. 

Every client after being signed up for rental, have to produce their own Insurance policy of which 

we retain a copy. 

They are given a key and a Welcome to Oak Tree Place document that you will see a copy of on the 

wall near the storage room. 



19 
 

Alan has built gates to keep people away from the air conditioning and water tanks of the East  side 

of the building, and erected a fence on the West side to seal off garden. 

The cleaning is being done by the same people cleaning our church.  This is being done early 

Saturday mornings. 

Robyn and Tricia currently visit OTP regularly and retrieve any sign in sheets that are completed 

for us to retain for 2 weeks, and check all is tidy and left clean by the last client.  

Current Bookings 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

TBC 

9.00-12.00 

(8 weeks) 

TBC 

12.30 –5.30 

 Living Church 

(temporary) 

 Coffee & Kids 

9.00-11.30 

  

Karate Club 

6.00-7.00 

Surf Side 

Singers 

5.15-7.15 

TBC 

12.30-5.00 

April 28 

LAC CPR 

U3A class 

1.00-3.00 

  Living Room  

Church 

3.00-7.00 

TBC – Torquay Bridge Club 
LAC – Life Activities Club 
CPR  –  Cardiac Pulmonary Resuscitation  

U3A – University of the Third Age 

 

Jane Skelton, Robyn Harper, Tricia Genat – Management Team 

 n 

 

NOTES TO ANNUAL FINANCE REPORT 

I wish to acknowledge and thank the regular giving (be it planned envelope, open plate or Direct 

giving) of our Congregation.  During COVID it was difficult and thanks to Robin Dennis for 

setting up the “Offering” account at NAB.   It was very enriching to see the response from our 

members to help the church in this way.  I wish to acknowledge and thank the members who 

supported our BBQ’s, Trading Tables and Cookbook sales throughout the year.  Thank you to 

Tricia Genat for her great ideas of both the cook book and the trading tables to keep our minds 

working.  2020 was a year that was completely different from any other year – church and our 

members only met in person up until 15th March, then was via Zoom for twenty or so. Thank you 

to all who took on roles at church in the beginning of the year. 

 

Due to COVID and not having our tourists attend church etc our giving was down about $5000.  

Hopefully we will be able to recoup some of that this coming year.  Thank you to all who kept up 

their giving throughout 2020 and we look forward to a better year in 2021. 

 

Robyn Harper     Hon. Treasurer – Torquay  
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TORQUAY UNITING CHURCH      

        
Statement of Receipts and Payments from 1st January to 31st December 2020 

        
TORQUAY GENERAL ACCOUNT     

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    $4,668.48 

  Interest Received   $28.30  

  Bunnings BBQ   

$1,373.2
5  

  BBQ Float - returned   $600.00  

  Donation - Turner Family  $400.00  

  Trading Tables   $674.30  

  Cancellation of Chq 685  $50.00  

  Square - sales totals   $153.78 $3,279.63 

       $7,948.11 

 Less: Lawn Mowing & Gardening supplies $105.00  

  Maintenance   $72.23  

  Purchase of Square    $53.64  

  Bunnings BBQ costs   $45.00  

  Bunnings Float - returned  $600.00  

  Bunnings BBQ - T/fer 60% to SCLC $562.62  

  T/fer to Trading Table account  $595.60  

  With Love to the World  $87.27  

  Uniting Youth Camp - Ane & Shinay $120.00  

  SWSS Washroom Service  $103.00 $2,344.36 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $5,603.75 

        
TORQUAY DEVELOPMENT ACCOUNT     

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    $15,046.16 

  Interest received   $74.86 $74.86 

       $15,121.02 

 Less Cabling    $516.37  

  Tree lopping & pruning  $859.09  

  TVs, Speakers & sound equip  

$5,370.9
1  

  Furniture - foyer & minister's office 
$1,643.7

3  

  Refurbished chairs   

$1,641.9
3  

  Roller blinds   $909.09 $10,941.93 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $4,179.09 

        

        
CLEANING ACCOUNT      

 Opening balance 1/1/20    $176.28 

        

 Less Cleaning    $170.00 $170.00 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $6.28 

        
TRADING TABLE       

 Opening Balance 1/10/2020    $0.00 
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  Transfer from General Account  $595.60  

  Receipts    

$2,881.0
1 $3,476.61 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $3,476.61 

        

        
MAGOWAN BEQUEST      

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    

$154,698.2
7 

  Interest received   $776.72 $776.72 

       

$155,474.9
9 

        

 Less Fencing - East Side   

$2,491.8
2 $2,491.82 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   

$152,983.1
7 

        
WIGGINS 
BEQUEST       

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    $24,949.15 

  Interest received   $125.27 $125.27 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $25,074.42 

        
LOATS BEQUEST       

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    $1,225.78 

  Interest received   $6.15 $6.15 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $1,231.93 

        
COOKBOOKS       

 Opening Balance 1/7/2020    $0.00 

  Sales    

$1,146.0
0 $1,146.00 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $1,146.00 

        
MUSIC EXPENSES       

 Opening Blance 1/7/2020    $0.00 

  Transferred from CBA account  $108.43 $108.43 

        

 Balance as at 311st December 2020   $108.43 

        
GROUP 
ACCOUNTS       

 (incl.Coffee & Kids, Messy Church, Childrens Ministry)   

 Opening Balance 1/1/2020    $2,923.09 

  Interest received   $14.82  

  Donations    $36.30 $51.12 

        

 Balance as at 31st December 2020   $2,974.21 

        
 


